Indonesia: The Land of Liars, Criminals
and Frauds?
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“Foo much power is in the hands of
liars, crooks and criminals.

In Indonesia, I have to trust my “gut
feeling”, which often isn’t reliable due to
various preconceived notions. I may be
representative of many foreigners who are
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try’s largest ¢BrTUptoFs or tax evaders.

Those who look so pious may well be
hiding fraudulent activities behind their
religious masks. People can easily lead
double lives because there is no system in
place that forbids them from behaving un-
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‘harassment or rape; national, statewide
‘and citywide registries are available for im-
‘mediate perusal. You can literally find out
‘whether there are sexual offenders residing
close to your home and your children’s
school. These “Megan’s Law” registries
include the full names, home addresses and |
photos of sex offenders. How embarrassing |
and restricting. Bad apples shouldn’t spoil i
the rest of the apples. |

In Indonesia, ironically, good people
often place restrictions on themselves, such
as living behind high fences and refraining

sense of insecurity._w_ﬁ

Rampant fraud carried out by mobile
phone is a clear example. I no longer take
calls from unrecognized numbers on my
smartphone.

A friend in California once said about his
home country the Philippines, that it was
like a “big black hole”. The same thing
can be said about Indonesia. It’s so dark
and not transparent that we gamble with
our lives every day.

Who are these people that we encounter
every day? When they brag abou’g how
much they earn, is it truthful? Who is that
new teacher? What if he is a sexual preda-
tor and now teaching our children? Who is
this polite guy? Is he a polite liar?

I certainly don t know.
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ethically. Having no financial or legal pub-
lic records is like walking in the dark. Every
step taken comes with exponential risks.

I have come to be very cautious when

~udealing with people in Indonesia, especially
* when it comes to doing business and hiring

people. In the US, whenever we are hiring
gomeone, background checks can be made
immediately.

states, someone’s crime records (in-

which the funds are 4
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ide. Important things that affect person-
to-person interactions are transparent.

The system forces people to behave as

good citizens, which later becomes a habit
and tumns the society into a civilized society.

If you have been convicted for sex-
related crimes, like molestation, sexual
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i www.youtube.com/imonlinevideos



